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Flyingsaucers
stillup in theair

By FRANK CRANSTON

HAD KennethArnold,

a Boise,Idaho,busi-
nessmantakena dif-
ferentflightpath home
20 yearsago todaythe
wholethingmightnever
have started.And hun-

dredsof cartoons,thou-
sands of newspaper
articlesand a hostof
filmsmightnot have
appeared.

On the afternoon of June

24, 1947,Arnoldreportedthat
he had sighted"a

formation
of

nine disc-likeobjectsskimming
alongat highspeed— likea
saucerwouldif you skippedit
across water".

The era of the
Unidentified

FlyingObjector Flying
Saucer,had opened.In the in-
terveningdecadesthe govern-

ment agenciesof most coun-

trieshave been delugedwith
reportedsightingof 'things'in
the sky,on the

ground,
on the

waterand alongsidecars and
aircraft.

In Australia,Royal Austra-

lian Air Force
intelligence

officers have
investigated

more
than200 suchreportsin the
lastsix yearsand theyhave
ignored hundredsof othersas
obviousfurphies.

Canberra, Goulburnand
Queanbeyanhave accounted

for six of the
investigations.

RAAF investigationshave
establishedevery sightingex-
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ceptsevento be the
result

of
some reasonablyexplicable

naturalor
astronomical

hap-
pening.Of the

'unexplained'

seven,five have not been
solvedbecausethey were re-
portedtoo lateor

because
in-

sufficientinformationwas
given.The

remaining
two are

marked'Unknown'in the
RAAF's voluminous UFO '
files.

Most of
Australia's

UFOs
have been shownto have been
astronomicalphenomena,
satellitesre-enteringthe earth's

atmosphere,meteorological
balloons,aircraftor tempera-

ture inversionreflections, simi-
larto a

mirage.

A "silverydisc-shaped
formationof 30-40 objects"

sightedfrom
Launceston,

Tas-
maniaon December7, 1960,
turned out to be a flockof
pigeons,whilethe "dullverti-

cal narrow beam ascending

from the sea" off Bunama

Point,New Guinea,on Nov-
ember2, 1965was a water

spout.

The RAAF has been careful

not to givethe
appearance

of
"debunking"UFO reports.Its
jobis to knowwhatgoeson in
the skiesover Australia.Any
attemptto discreditsincere
observerscould easilyrebound
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did sneakover the country

andthe onlymanto see what
all the

military
had missedwas

afraidto come forwardfor
fear of beingridiculed.

"As the resultof
investiga-

[ A Canberra resident claimsto have takenthis
photograph

of an objecthoveringoversouthern Canberraone October

dayin
1963.

]

tionin the past,thereis no
doubt that reliable observers

have reported sightings,which
today are

inexplicable
within

the resources availableto the
RAAF",it admits."Reports

of thistypearefiledin an at-
tempt to developsufficient

depthof evidencefor accurate

analysis
to be made.It may,
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however,be severalyearsbe-
fore the requireddepthof
evidenceis available".

"Largelightsin the water
whichmade the compass go
'haywire'

witha shadowin the
centreof the lights rotating

clockwiseand causingthe
lightsto pulsate",were re-
portedfroma shipoff Groote
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Eylandt on January 23, 1964.
The phenomenon which

["Surelyyou don'tthinkUFOs are reallyfor real,my darlingGremlintine?"]

causedthis sightingis marked
'unknown'.An objectseen
from Sehulea,Papua-New
Guinea, on May 13, 1965,
was reportedto changecol-
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our fromred to greenand
to have emittedsufficient blue

lightto
illuminate

the beach.

This objecttoo is recorded

among the
'unknowns'.

When the RAAF is investi-

gatinga
sighting

it callson the
assistance of astronomers,

civil aviation officials,meteor-
ologistsand other trained
observersto cross-check any
phenomenaknown to them
whichmighttiein withthere-
ported sighting.At this point
it is

pertinent
to recordthat

no UFO has ever been re-
ported from an official
observatory

in any country.

Most Australian sightings,

and they have been reported

fromall partsof the
continent

with about equal frequency,

have been mis-interpreted

astronomical phenomena,
puzzlingto the layman, but
readily explainedby the ex-
perts. Aircraft come second.

But,if the
position

in Aus-
traliais so

relatively easily
explained,

it is not so in the
United States where the

USAF,whichhas chargeof
the

investigations,

first bungled

the operation by makingfun
of the observers ("theydon't
wantus to knowwhatthe
Russians are doing"was the
reactionto that)and thenby
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maintaining

too greata silence

("they don'twantto panicthe
worldby tellingthe truth").

'ProjectBlue Book' the
official USAF instrument
dealingwiththe UFO has a
staffof justthree— twoof
them clerical assistants —

and this the UFO pro-
tagonistssay, indicatesthe
depthof US researchof the
problem. Then too, the CIA
has been accusedof ordering

the USAF to 'debunk' the
sightings

as far backas 1953.

In Aprilthisyear,the
senior physicistof the Institute

of Atmosphericsat the
Universityof Arizona, Profes-

sor James E. McDonald, told

the annual meetingof the
AmericanSocietyof News-
paperEditorsthe time had
come for a

'full-scale Congres-

sional
investigation

of the
UFO problem'.

"Pacingof aircraftand
buzzingof carsgoeson rather

steadily", ProfessorMcDonald
told the editors.These cases

so stronglysuggest something

vaguely resemblingsurveil-
lance or reconnaisancethat

the studentof the problemis
forcedto weighthe

possibility

thatthe UFOsare probesof
some type that are engaged

in somethingwe wouldloosely
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call 'observation'.There are

many other categoriesof
sightings suggesting the same
tentative hypothesis.

"Thereis, in my present

opinion,no sensiblealternative

to the utterlyshocking
hypothesis

that the UFOs are
extraterrestrialprobes from
somewhere else".

The
'unidentified' proportion

of sightingsin Australiais
about1 per cent.In the US
it is about1.6 per cent.The
morethe US

authorities

try to
'disprove' the outer-space

probetheorythe more the
UFO supporterscry "cover
up". Fortunately the RAAF
has never taken this attitude

and is not now in the
difficult

public relations position faced
by the USAF.

For no matterwhatthe ex-
perts say, no matterwhat
proofsthey evince,it seems
certainthat,as theyhavein
the past20 years,manypepole

in many
countries

willgo on
seeingthingsin the sky.


